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Lesson Design
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Gi¥=a
ERERE AL

T % Echevarria, J., Vogt, M., & Short, D. J. (2017). Making content comprehensible for
English learners: The SIOP model (5" ed.). Pearson. — % #

% 131 ~132 ';'”)*IJLE_ ik g /E’;;E SR s f T ;%/E?F ( Verbal scaffolding ) ~ #2 5 /’§
%2 (Procedural scaffolding ) ~ & % /’g' %t (Instructional scaffolding ) e

1. Verbal Scaffolding. Teachers who are aware of English learners’ existing levels
of language development use prompting, questioning, and elaboration to facili-
tate students’ movement to higher levels of language proficiency, comprehension,
and thinking. The following are examples of verbal scaffolding:

¢ Paraphrasing: Restating a student’s response in another form or in other
words to clarify and model correct English usage aids students’ language
development and comprehension.

¢ Using think-alouds: These structured models of how effective strategy users
think and monitor their understandings usually are provided by the teacher,
but they can also be modeled by other students.

+ Reinforcing contextual definitions: An example is “Aborigines, the people
native to Australia, were being forced from their homes.” The phrase “the
people native to Australia” provides a partial definition of the word
“Aborigines” within the context of the sentence.

+ Providing correct pronunciation by repeating students’ responses: When
teachers repeat English learners’ correct responses, enunciating carefully and
naturally, students have an additional opportunity to hear the content
information, pronunciation, and inflection. Saunders and Goldenberg (2010)
also suggest that dedicating time to work on pronunciation may be beneficial.

¢ Eliciting more language and information from students: Rather than accept-
ing one- or two-word responses, ask students to add on, tell more, or explain
their ideas more fully, giving them the chance to advance their language skills.
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2. Procedural Scaffolding. Effective teachers also incorporate instructional
approaches that provide procedural scaffolding. Examples include:

+ Using an instructional framework, such as GISI (Figure 5.1) that includes
explicit teaching, modeling, and guided and independent practice, with an
expectation of eventual student independence.

+ Small-group instruction, in which students practice a newly learned strategy
with another more experienced student.

¢ Partnering or grouping students for reading and content activities, with more
experienced readers assisting those with less experience.

3. Instructional Scaffolding. Teachers use instructional scaffolding to provide
English learners with access to content and language concepts. Examples
include:

+ Graphic organizers are used as a prereading tool to prepare students for the
content of a textbook chapter. The organizer can also be used to illustrate a
chapter’s text structure, such as comparative or chronological order (Vogt &
Echevarria, 2008).

¢ Models of completed assignments are instructional scaffolds, too. Teachers
can show students sample products, such as posters, booklets, podcasts, and
the like, to give them a clear picture of their goal.
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